
HASSbeens
A game that explores European contact

and settlement in Western Australia

Instructions
Before You Play 
HASSbeens is a game for 2 or more players that tests your memory and your history of the early days
of European contact in Western Australia. 
 
The pack contains 40 cards. 20 cards represent people who have played a significant part in the
history of the development of the state and 20 cards represent the achievements or
contributions these people have made. 
 
Before beginning the game, download the HASSbeens Information Booklet from the Heritage Perth
Learning Portal website www.learning.heritageperth.com.au  
Before you begin playing, read the booklet to learn what each person is recognized for. You can refer
to the information as often as you like while you play. 
 
The Aim of the Game 
The aim of the game is to win as many pairs as you can. A matching pair consists of a significant
person and their achievement/contribution. 
 
How to Play 
Shuffle the pack of 40 cards 
Spread the cards face down on a table  
Turn over any two cards from the pack 
If the cards match, (you turn up a person and their achievement/contribution), you remove the pair
from the table and place them in front of you (Check the Information Booklet as often as you like to
make sure you have a matching pair) 
If the cards do not match, (you turn up two people, two achievements or a mix that do not go
together), return the cards to the table, face down  
Try to remember where the cards are so you can turn over a correct match when it’s your turn again 
The game is over when all pairs have been matched.
The winner is the player with most pairs. 
 
 Suggested Follow Up Activities 
‘What If…’ Create a conversation between two prominent people based on their biographies in the
Information Booklet and further research. This could be acted out, filmed or written.  
Design a game (online or hard copy) that explores the life of one of the significant people and their
achievement/contribution.
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A game that explores European contact

and settlement in Western Australia

Biographies
Fanny Balbuck 
1840-1907 
Fanny Balbuck was an important Nyoongar woman. She was born on Matagarup (Heirisson Island)
along the Derbarl Yerrigan (Swan River) in Perth, Western Australia during the early years of British
settlement. 
 
Fanny Balbuck and her family shared their knowledge of Nyoongar history and culture with the white
community. George Fletcher Moore, a local farmer and diary writer, was one of the settlers who met
with Balbuck’s parents. He described their skill at hunting and travelling in an article in the
Perth Gazette.*  
 
Fanny Balbuck was well known for protesting about the occupation of her traditional land around
Perth. She would often stand at the gates of Government House and complain that the building
covered her grandmother’s burial ground.  
*Perth Gazette 14 May 1836 
 
http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/first_australians/resistance/fanny_balbuk  
 Daisy Bates 
1863-1951 
Daisy Bates was born in Tipperary, Ireland. She migrated to Australia in 1884. After 10 years she
went back to London to become a journalist so she could earn a living when she returned to Australia.  
 
In 1904 she was appointed by the Western Australian government to research the Aboriginal tribes of the
State. 
 
In 1918 she began a sixteen-year stay at Ooldea, a remote water hole in South Australia on the route of
the trans-Australian railway. Here the travelling public could see her welfare work with Aboriginal
people. Daisy Bates was visited there by royalty and given a special award for her work in 1934.  
 
Daisy Bates died in 1951.  Her achievements remain the subject of much controversy.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bates-daisy-may-83

John Forrest 
1847-1918 
John Forrest was born near Bunbury, Western Australia. 
He was a famous explorer and surveyor and in 1890 became WA’s first premier. 
  
The Forrest government was very lucky. While the eastern colonies were suffering from droughts,
depression and unemployment, one new goldfield after another was discovered in Western
Australia. The population tripled in 10 years and the flow of money from the gold discoveries financed
many public works. The most significant of these were the construction of the Coolgardie Water Scheme
and the harbour at the mouth of the Swan River in Fremantle.  
 
In 1901 John Forrest moved to Melbourne to represent Western Australia in the new federal
government. 
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/forrest-sir-john-6211

http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/first_australians/resistance/fanny_balbuk
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bates-daisy-may-83
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/forrest-sir-john-6211


Biographies

Paddy Hannan 
1840-1925 
Patrick Hannan was born in Clare, Ireland. He arrived in the Victorian gold fields in 1862.  
 
In 1893, he travelled to Western Australia. In June, Hannan and his two friends Flanagan and
O'Shea were 500km east of Perth. There they made an amazing discovery, which changed many lives.
With over 3 kg of gold in their possession they secretly registered their claim. This discovery started the
famous Kalgoorlie gold rush. And it soon became the richest gold field in Australia.

Ursula Frayne
1816-1885
Ursula Frayne, a catholic nun, was born in Dublin, Ireland. She joined the Sisters of Mercy in 1834. In
1846 she and her companions sailed to the Swan River Colony to set up schools.
 
From the beginning, the Sisters of Mercy experienced great hardship. But Mother Ursula refused to give
up. In 1849 she opened the first secondary school in Western Australia. By 1856, with
little outside help, the schools of the Sisters of Mercy in Western Australia, were flourishing. They offered
places to all ages from infants to secondary students.
 
In 1857 Ursula Frayne moved to Melbourne to continue her pioneering work in education.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/frayne-ursula-3572

Mary Ann Friend
1800-1838
Mary Ann Friend was born in England. In 1829 she began a two-year journey with her husband Matthew
Friend, captain of the ship Wanstead.
 
They reached the Swan River in January 1830, eight months after the first British settlers
had arrived. The journal she kept during the voyage contains one of the earliest accounts of the Swan
River Colony. It includes a drawing of the camp at Fremantle on the banks of the Swan River. This is one
of the first sketches of Fremantle and shows the harsh conditions the settlers faced.
 
Nearly 200 years later, that journal returned to Western Australia. It is now in the State Library.
 
https://test.slwa.wa.gov.au/wa-story/mary-ann-friend-journal

John Gavin
1829-1844
John Gavin was born in England. He was only 14 years old when convicted of stealing and was sent to
Parkhurst Prison, on the Isle of Wight, off the coast of England.
 
The Swan River Colony was very short of labour during the early years. In 1843 it was decided to
send some Parkhurst boys, including Gavin, out to the colony to work for local settlers.
 
On 3 April 1844, John Gavin was tried for the murder of his employer's son. He confessed to killing the
sleeping victim with an adze.  Three days later he was publicly hanged outside the Round
House in Fremantle. He was buried in the sand hills nearby.
 
http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts/park.html

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/frayne-ursula-3572
https://test.slwa.wa.gov.au/wa-story/mary-ann-friend-journal
http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts/park.html


Biographies

 
Georgiana Molloy 
1805-1843 
 Georgiana Molloy loved plants and flowers. She was born in Cumberland, England and sailed to the
new colony in Western Australia with her husband Captain John Molloy. They settled in a remote part of
the southwest and raised a family. There, she enjoyed collecting and describing the native flora. 
 
Georgiana was invited to send seeds of these indigenous plants to England. Seeds sent from
Australia were often poorly protected and did not survive the long sea voyage. But Mrs Molloy's seeds
from Western Australia were admired by English enthusiasts for their freshness, careful packing and the
accuracy of her descriptions.  
 
Had she lived longer she might have added to her botanical fame. 
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/molloy-georgiana-2467

Paddy Hannan (cont)
In Hannan Street, the main street in Kalgoorlie, there is a statue of Paddy, always ready to offer people
a drink of water from his waterbag - a drinking fountain.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hannan-patrick-6554
 
John Talbot Hobbs
1864-1938
John Talbot Hobbs was born in London.
 
He migrated to Perth in 1887 as a draftsman, but soon went into business as an architect.
 
In 1891 he won an important competition to design the Weld Club in Perth. This was the start he
needed, and he went on to design many important buildings in Perth and Fremantle.
 
He was also a keen soldier and the army became his second career. On the outbreak of war in
1914, Hobbs commanded the artillery of the 1st Division, Australian Imperial Force and served with
distinction in France. Returning home Hobbs was chosen to design the Western Australian War
Memorial in Kings Park.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hobbs-sir-joseph-john-talbot-6690
 
Sam Isaacs  &  Grace Bussell
1845-1920         1860-1935
Sam was born in Augusta in the south west of Western Australia and given the tribal name Yebble by
his Aboriginal mother. His father was a Native American mariner who came to Western Australia on a
whaling ship.
 
Grace was born into the well-known Bussell family at their property Wallcliffe near Augusta.
 
In 1876 Sam and Grace became heroes. Sam saw the ship Georgette sinking in stormy seas and raced
for help. He and 16-year old Grace rode their horses into the surf and dragged many people to safety.
 
The dramatic rescue was reported in local and overseas newspapers. Sam Isaacs and Grace
Bussell were famous around the world.
 
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/people/indigenous/display/60221-samuel-isaacs
 
 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/molloy-georgiana-2467
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hannan-patrick-6554
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hobbs-sir-joseph-john-talbot-6690
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/people/indigenous/display/60221-samuel-isaacs


Biographies

Charles Yelverton (CY) O’Connor 
1843-1902 
Charles Yelverton O’Connor was born in Ireland and trained as an engineer. He soon realised there
were great opportunities outside Ireland and spent most of his professional life overseas.  
 
 In 1891, after a successful career in New Zealand, he accepted the offer of Engineer-in-Chief of
Western Australia. He worked closely with premier John Forrest and between them they built some
remarkable public works. These include Fremantle Harbour and the freshwater pipeline from Perth to
Kalgoorlie  
 
Sadly O’Connor didn’t live to see his pipeline completed. Worn down by over-work and public criticism
of his ‘Scheme of Madness’ he died on 10 March 1902.  
 
The pipeline was opened 10 months later on 24 January 1903. 
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/oconnor-charles-yelverton-7874

 
Moondyne Joe (Joseph Bolitho Johns)
1827?-1900
Joseph Bolitho Johns, was born in the UK. In 1849 he was charged with stealing and in
1853 transported to Western Australia.
 
Johns was freed for good behaviour two years later. He lived near the Avon River in an area known by
its Aboriginal name, Moondyne Springs. In 1861 he was arrested for stealing a horse. Then followed a
series of escapes and recaptures. In 1867 he made a dramatic escape from Fremantle Prison by
breaking through a wall, but was caught two years later. In 1873 he was finally free and settled down to
a quiet life.
 
Moondyne Joe, as he was known, is considered to be Western Australia's only bushranger.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/johns-joseph-bolitho-3859

 
George Fletcher Moore
1798-1886
George Fletcher Moore was born in County Tyrone, Ireland. In 1830 he arrived in the Swan
River Colony and received a land grant on the upper Swan River, which he called Millendon.
 
From the time of his arrival he kept a diary and wrote many letters to his friends. He also took a
keen interest in the culture of local Nyoongar people and published a book that explored and
described the Nyoongar language.
 
In 1832 the colony's first civil court was established. Moore, who was a lawyer as well as a farmer, was
invited to join the court.
 
In 1852 George Fletcher Moore returned to England and his distinguished public career came to an end.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/moore-george-fletcher-2474

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/oconnor-charles-yelverton-7874
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/johns-joseph-bolitho-3859
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/moore-george-fletcher-2474


Biographies

John Septimus Roe 
1797-1878 
John Septimus Roe was born in Berkshire, England. He joined the navy, and in 1817 was posted to the
surveying service in New South Wales. For six years he was involved in mapping the Australian
coast under the command of Phillip Parker King. 
 
In 1827 he was offered the position of surveyor-general at the new Swan River settlement. From the
time he arrived until his death, Roe was influential in the development of Western Australia. He
surveyed the sites of Perth and Fremantle, and land that was taken up by the pioneer settlers.  
 
Historians have called Roe 'the father of Australian explorers', referring to his survey work on the
Australian coast, his many inland expeditions and the inspiration he gave to younger explorers. 
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/roe-john-septimus-2600

Walter Padbury
1820-1907
Walter Padbury was born in England and became one of Western Australia's outstanding pioneers.
 
At the age of 10 he sailed with his father to Western Australia. Soon after arriving his father died. Walter
was left in the care of a couple they had met on the ship, but they
stole his money and Walter was left to fend for himself.
 
Walter Padbury worked on farms as a shepherd, shearer and drover, and by 1857 had made enough
money to buy his own property. He also established a flour-mill and became a successful ship owner
and trader.
 
He died without heirs, and his vast fortune was shared among friends, relatives, churches and charities.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/padbury-walter-4355

George Temple Poole
1856-1934
George Temple Poole was born in Rome, Italy to English parents. He trained as an architect and in
1885 he travelled to Western Australia to be in charge of public works.
 
While he was the government architect, gold was discovered and money flowed into building
projects. Poole was very much in demand.  Thirty-four of the nearly two hundred buildings he
designed have now been classified by the National Trust of Australia as 'essential to the heritage of
Australia and must be preserved'.
 
Poole also designed the original layout for Kings Park.
 
He was an elegantly dressed man well known for his perfect manners and his sense of humour.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/poole-george-thomas-temple-8076

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/roe-john-septimus-2600
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/padbury-walter-4355
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Biographies

Tommy Windich 
1840-1876 
Tommy Windich was an Aboriginal tracker and explorer. He was born near Kellerberrin, Western
Australia and grew up in the Bunbury district. He was well trained by Aboriginal elders
in bushcraft, and taught to ride by white settlers. With these skills Tommy was a great help to early land
seekers and government surveyors.  
 
Windich was a good friend of the Forrest family and John Forrest took him on
three major expeditions. Both John and his brother Alexander relied on their Aboriginal trackers in the
daily search for drinking water and for horse feed.  
 
Windich received several small gifts from the government for his services, and was frequently thanked
by the Forrest brothers.  
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/windich-tommy-4871

James Stirling
1791-1865
James Stirling, the first governor of Western Australia, was born in Scotland. He joined
the British navy when he was 12, and had many adventures in the French and American wars.
 
In 1826 as captain of the Success he sailed to Australia. During a ten-day visit to the Swan River
region in 1827 he was very impressed with what he saw. He decided to try and persuade the British
government to take possession of the land and establish a new settlement in Western Australia.
 
In 1829 Stirling arrived to establish the colony. When he left 10 years later the British flag was still
flying, but the little colony, with just over 2000 European settlers, was facing a struggle to survive.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stirling-sir-james-2702

Willem de Vlamingh
1640-1698?
Willem de Vlamingh was born in Holland. In 1696 he sailed south with three ships to search for survivors
of a Dutch vessel believed to be wrecked on the west coast of Australia.
 
The fleet anchored off an island, which they called Rottenest (Rats’ nest) thinking the local
quokkas (small wallabies) were large rats.
 
They also rowed up a river, which de Vlamingh named Swaarte Swaanerivier (Black Swan
River) because of the many black swans.
 
The ships then sailed north. They anchored near an island where in 1616 Dirk
Hartog, another Dutch captain, had landed. Hartog left behind a pewter plate inscribed with details of his
visit. De Vlamingh found Hartog’s plate and replaced it with his own commemorating both Dutch visits.
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/vlamingh-willem-de-2760
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Biographies
Yagan 
c.1795-1833 
 
Yagan was an important Nyoongar man. He was in his early 30s when British colonists settled the Swan
River region on the western coast of Australia.  
 
Yagan made friends with many of the early settlers, but after a number of clashes with them over food
and other resources, he was declared an outlaw. Tragically, Yagan’s friend William Keates shot and
killed him for a £30 reward.  
  
After his death Yagan’s body was decapitated. His head was preserved and taken to England as a
scientific curio. 
  
More than 160 years after his death, Yagan’s head was located in an unmarked grave in Liverpool. In
1997 Nyoongar Elders brought Yagan’s head home, wrapped in a kangaroo skin cloak.   
 
https://www.celebratewa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/the-story-of-yagan.pdf
 

https://www.celebratewa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/the-story-of-yagan.pdf

